Chapter XIX; The End of the Campaign
WHEN Jeffreys entered Exeter he was a triumphant general,
a legal Caesar claiming the right of war of a conqueror to
treat those whom he has conquered according to his pleasure,
The only trial of which we have any complete report is that
of Alice Lisle. It is a wonder in that reign of terror how
that case came to be reported and subsequently published,
There was, as we have seen, some show of legal form about
that trial, but afterwards such camouflage was abandoned
and Jeffreys opened each new commission as he had at Dor-
chester, by an assuring threat that an unsuccessful plea of not
guilty would be followed hy a hurried execution within a few
hours of the jury's verdict.
Nevertheless, two bold men, Mr John Foweracres (or
Fouracres) and Robert Drower, the first to be placed at the
bar at the Castle Court of Exeter on the morning of Monday,
September I4th, dared to plead not guilty. Both were
found guilty, and to encourage the other prisoners, Four-
acres was ordered to immediate execution, and whilst he was
being hanged in the Castle yard the rest of the prisoners
were placed at the Bar and promptly pleaded guilty. There
was but a meagre rally to Jeffreys' roll call. Only twenty-
one were sentenced and only thirteen executed, their heads
and quarters being distributed about the country.
This latter outrage seems to have been an unwise course.
It did not result, as anyone but a Jeffreys would have fore-
seen, in any large captures of prisoners. Some have thought
that Devon was more loyalist than Somerset, but that is very
doubtful Jeffreys left behind a list of ,342 prisoners in
different East Devonshire villages to be captured for the next
Bloody Assize., ,But the fugitives were well hidden among
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